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He Xiangyu, Art is not pure (The Naughty Boy), 2015. 3 c-prints, each 11.7 x 8.3 inches (29.7 x 21 cm) 
 

 
Opening reception: Thursday, February 5th, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 
 
Bischoff Projects 
Hanauer Landstrasse 20 - 22 
D-60314 Frankfurt am Main 
 
Hours: Tue - Fri 1 - 6:30, Sat 11 - 2 & by appointment 
 
 
Bischoff Projects is pleased to announce an exhibition of works by He Xiangyu. He 
articulates unusual, sensual relationships to contemporary life through the very 
means with which we live it. He garnered international recognition for The Death of 
Marat, a lifelike sculpture of Ai Weiwei, planted facedown on the floor as if deceased, 
as well as for his Coca Cola Project, for which he alchemically transformed 127 tons 
of Coca Cola into crystalline forms that he then ground into ink used to create 
traditional Song-Dynasty style paintings. The residuals of commerce, whether they 
be an artistic figurehead or a product, inform the unlikely materials He uses to realize 
his own cerebral, elemental works. In the Coca Cola Project, through a method of 
extraction he externalizes as well as abstracts these sensations and feelings as art. 
 
In his Art is not pure series, on view in this exhibition, He reprints Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy tales in black ink on paper also printed black, rendering the results 
nearly invisible. These classic stories, which have been retold and re-imagined 
countless times, are here presented as almost illegible while wearing the title “art is 
not pure.” The artist suggests that the countless repetitions and re-castings of these 
stories perhaps diverge from the author’s pure intent. He also implies how fairy-tales, 
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seemingly the most innocuous of art forms, were meant as more morbid fare in their 
original tellings by Andersen; they now perhaps gain a purer form of retelling, as less 
ably encountered in pitch black. 
  
He’s work finds possibility for art in bourgeois comforts, from Coca Cola to high-
quality Italian leathers, from pure gold to protein. For his olive oil paintings, the artist 
chose a substance that delivers a sense of comfort and ease (and has drastically 
increased in popularity in China, having once been nonexistent) and brings it into 
conversation with the static gallery wall’s surface. The oil may come from another 
time and place, yet confronts a human dimension. He uses the material as paint 
applied to the wall along with pencil markings, effectively closing the gap between the 
possibilities of the medium and the walls within which we live. 
 
 
 
He Xiangyu was born in 1986 in Dandong, Liaoning Province, China, and lives and 
works in Beijing, China. He graduated from Shenyang Normal University in 2008. 
Select solo exhibitions include "He Xiangyu" at White Cube Gallery, London, UK 
(2014); "He Xiangyu" at White Space Beijing, Beijing, China (2012); "He Xiangyu:  
The Cola Project" at 4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art, Sydney, Australia 
(2012); "He Xiangyu: The Death of Marat" at Kuenstlerhaus Schloss Balmoral, Bad 
Ems, Gemany (2011); "He Xiangyu: The Coca Cola Project" at Wall Art Museum, 
Beijing, China (2010). Major group exhibitions include "Observer-Creator" at CAFA 
Art Museum, Beijing, China (2015); "10th Shanghai Biennale 2014" at Power Station 
of Art, Shanghai, China (2014); "Through All Ages" at Long Museum West Bund, 
Shanghai, China (2014); "28 Chinese" at Rubell Family Collection, Miami, USA 
(2013); "Fuck Off II" at Groninger Museum, Groninger, Netherland (2013); "On|Off" at 
Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, China (2013); "Shanshui " at 
Kunstmuseum Luzern, Lucerne, Switzerland (2011).



BISCHOFF PROJECTS 
Hanauer Ldstr. 20-22   D-60314 Frankfurt am Main   Mobile: +49 (0)178 924 32 50 

 

www.bischoffprojects.com   info@bischoffprojects.com 

Currently on view / upcoming: 
 
 
Michael Riedel: EFFJ KNOOS [JEFF KOONS] 
On long-term view 
Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France 
 
 
Juergen Krause: Zeichen und Wunder II (group show) 
January 15 - March 15, 2015 
Kunsthaus Nuernberg, Nuremberg, Germany 
 
 
Juergen Krause: Fremd bin ich eingezogen... (group show) 
November 22, 2014 - February 1, 2015 
Heidelberger Kunstverein, Heidelberg, Germany 
 
 
 
 
 
For all other information please contact the gallery at info@bischoffprojects.com or at 
+49 (0)178 924 32 50. 
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